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In the 1980’s, a handful of Episcopalians standing 
around a grill in West Omaha decided they needed 
an Episcopal church closer than downtown. They 
started holding church services wherever they could 
find space – in homes, in a bank, and finally in a barn 
and some land they bought in Skyline Ranch! 

In the 1990’s, this community – which was growing 
quite a bit – worked together to add a new sanctuary 
to the south of the old barn. Over time, they refinished 
the barn into our present Parish Hall. They found that 
they had the resources to call a full-time Rector to be 
the priest of this community.

As that community grew, they recognized the need  
to begin raising the children of the parish in a life  
of faith together, and rolled up their sleeves again,  
adding a playground set to the rear lawn, and  
re-finishing the old hayloft space into a set of  
Sunday School classrooms … and a long storage 
closet, while they were at it! 

Over the past ten years, we’ve grown into a church 
those early families dreamed about. Our worship is 
steady, we have outreach programs in our community 
every week, and we’re raising an astonishing number 
of youth here in this place!

Our Road So Far …
Construction of current santuary 1997New sanctuary dedication 1983



What Comes Next?
We’re using two images (enclosed in this mailing!) to help us think through what we might be able to develop. 
The Feasibility Study will help us evaluate what we’re in a position to do, as well as refining our early ideas into 
design priorities. One image shows what it would look like to connect a building to our existing spaces; the 
other is an integrated approach that would replace our current social hall and address maintenance needs, as 
well as adding to our total space.

If our results show a strong commitment, we’ll be able to move into a formal capital campaign in the Spring, 
which would include:

• Finalizing our Design
• Planning our Financing 
• Creating a Construction Timeline for the Coming Years

The View From Here …
It’s time for next steps. Our Sunday School classrooms are seeing fifty 
people more and more often, and new families in the Elkhorn area are 
finding a welcoming church home at St Augustine’s. Our meetings are 
starting to get crowded for space. We could do a LOT more if we had 
more than our one big room to meet in on weekday nights. Our Long 
Range Planning work last Fall mentioned over and over again the 
need for more spaces for youth, education, and fellowship.

The building itself is reminding us of some of our responsibilities as 
well: the old pole barn with no foundation was never imagined as 
a building that would have new protective siding all around it and 
finished upstairs spaces with fifty young people. It has given amazing 
service to us, and will last us a few more good years, but probably not  
fifteen or twenty years. We also know that Sunday parking is a  
growing need — particularly in the winter time.

The Timeline of Our Work
 Fall 2017   
Church-wide Long Range  
Planning conversations created 
goals, including holding a  
Feasibility Study to study our 
capacity to expand our spaces

 January 2018   
Annual Meeting announces 
that we’ll take up the Feasibility 
Study goal during the calendar 
year

 May 2018   
The Long Range Planning team 
reviews comments and priorities 
from the conversations, and asks 
Grant Suhr to create initial  
possibilities over the summer

 June 2018   
Vestry interviews various  
Feasibility Study partners

 August 2018   
Contract finalized with Church 
Development and Darryl Prater

 November 2018   
Feasibility Study  
will be underway! 
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Easter Sunday, Egg Hunt 2017


